
General positivity  
 

●​ I attended the Lenexa City Council candidates forum.  I really appreciate that you do these! The 
format was fair and the questions were thoughtful. 

●​ First of all, let me say a big thank you to you and your staff for doing these meetings.  I know that 
it entails lots of work, planning and coordination.  Your efforts and success are appreciated. I felt 
that the no show of Dr Faris was handled very diplomatically.  Can't believe that he didn't attend.  
What a statement!  You did a great job with that. This is the only opportunity that many of us 
have to see our candidates in person. I applaud your hard work. I don't have any criticisms, just 
accolades. 

●​ These forums are a GREAT service to the community.  I never go vote without checking them 
and the questionnaire responses--or non-responses.  I can't know everybody, and these are a great 
way to "meet" the candidates.  I especially enjoyed the JCCC forum and learned a lot while 
watching it. Thank you for your hard work! 

●​ This work that you and your colleagues do is outstanding and highly valued.  Such an important 
contribution to our community and to democracy.  Thank you! 

●​ The forum I listened to online for Lenexa was excellent and let me see the candidates and hear 
their positions. Without this I had no idea who was running and what the issues they are 
concerned about. Thank you for having these forums available. Keep up the good work. 

●​ Excellent work Kyle and team. 😃I vote with Advance Ballot, and your coverage is a tremendous 
help to me. Keep on keeping on . 

●​ I found the forums excellent and very helpful and informative about the contested positions.  You 
navigated some very challenging circumstances and unreasonable demands by some 
candidates, such as the Prairie Village ward races. Thank you for providing this impartial media 
service! 

●​ I think that’s awesome. I missed the information about it and everything, perhaps it’s because I 
didn’t subscribe to this paper. It seemed to be another entertaining news publication. I was wrong!  
I apologize for not seeing value in this publication prior to today. This message from you gives 
me a reason to subscribe to the post. 

●​ You have been doing a wonderful job keeping the residents of the area informed!  Thank you and 
all associated!! I HAVE VOTED! 

●​ I attended the PV City Council forums at Colonial Church and at the Corinth Library.  This is the 
first time I'd attended and I really appreciated the opportunity to meet the candidates and hear 
what they had to say. Obviously it would have been better if all 12 candidates had participated but 
I also appreciated your comments about that situation.  Thanks for making the forums possible. 

●​ You have consistently provided valuable information to the voters of Johnson County.  I am most 
appreciative and did attend several forums. 

●​ I watched the Lenexa City Council forum.  I appreciate having this opportunity to hear from the 
candidates.  It was reassuring to see that they were all respectful in their responses. I like that the 
moderator adds some humor at times to keep things light.  Thank you for providing this 
service! 

●​ Very much appreciate the candidate info! Use it every election! Thanks for this service to the 
community. 



●​ No feedback on how to change them but I really appreciate you putting them on. I like to see the 
candidates for all cities!  

●​ Thank you for all your efforts to inform us. 
●​ I have attended in person and online. Really appreciate the online access! I find the forums to be 

fair and informative. Everyone gets a chance to speak. Well moderated. I just wish more people 
took the opportunity to learn about their candidates. Your forums make it so easy and I thank 
you!! 

●​ This forum was informative and gave students a great opportunity to get involved with local 
politics.  Although only 15-20% of my students are eligible to vote, 100% of my students can talk 
to their parents and family members on who to vote for.  Because of your forum, they’ll be 
more informed than most voters on the candidates for the school board. 

●​ I just watched the DeSoto school board and I thought it was awesome and very informative, as it 
helped shape my vote! Job well done, JCP! 🙂 

●​ I did not listen to the Lenexa forum live, but I did listen to a rerun. It was very useful. Keep up the 
good work. 

●​ Appreciate what you are doing. Keep up the good work! 
●​ The candidate forums are just about my favorite thing y'all do. I have not been able to attend 

one in person (I have two toddlers and evenings are tough for me to fit in extra activities), but I 
always watch the relevant forums after the fact on YouTube. They are my most referred to 
resource as I make voting decisions each election cycle. I am someone who votes in every 
election, no matter what. Sometimes well-rounded information about the local candidates can be 
hard to find and the forums usually give me more than enough information to make a decision. 

●​ Thanks for asking.  I attended the Gardner City Council forum.  I thought your questions were 
appropriate.  I was happy the responses were relevant and non-combative. 

●​ I really appreciate the candidate forums and find them super helpful, particularly for nonpartisan 
races like for our local school boards and JCCC trustees. I have only watched them online but 
definitely find the ability to do that convenient. I like how they are structured and feel like the 
questions asked are relevant and thoughtful. I don’t have any recommendations for 
improvements. 

●​ I very much appreciate your forums thank you for the videos ! 
●​ I watched online and found it very helpful.  Reading a response is quite different than 

watching how a candidate answers questions and relates to people.  Many thanks to the Post 
for providing this essential service.  It's time-consuming and sometimes frustrating, I imagine. 

●​ The forums are a terrific idea.  I read every single one. 
 

Organization/logistics  
 

●​ I attended the Shawnee City Council candidate forum at Monticello Library.  My critique is to 
continue as you have begun.  These are some of the very effective aspects of the forum for me: 
*Well designed in terms of time usage, smoothly run *Candidates clearly understood the 
parameters of the event and complied *Small touches like the low tech timing signs :), index 
cards for questions which encouraged effective audience participation *The organizers clearly 
understood their roles and kept the event on an even keel 



●​ My wife and I need your forums because news coverage for Gardner is nearly non-existent. 
Kyle's moderating is professional and well done. He keeps the agenda rolling and the questions 
are pertinent. 

●​ Loved the forum I went to (Prairie Village). As a host you were excellent… well informed and 
smooth. If I could suggest one thing that may not be easy or possible. I wish the candidates either 
sat up higher or stood on a riser. It was very hard to see them when I was sitting in the back.  

●​ I appreciate your forums and feel that you do a great job! A small issue this time was that 
parking was full at Corinth library for 2nd phase of PV council debate. Scheduling at 
Meadowbrook is always better, and I know you try to do that.  

●​ This was the first candidate forum (Lenexa City Council) I attended and overall I was quite 
pleased. My only suggestion, and just a reminder since I mentioned it at the forum, is to have the 
candidates on either a stage or elevated platform so those in the back row can see their faces. 
 

 
Asking questions 
 

●​ Thank you so much for your candidate forums! I was unable to attend any in-person forums this 
year due to life issues so I especially appreciated having the ability to re-watch the forums along 
with being able to read the candidate responses to questions. The Shawnee Mission Post is the 
first place I go to when researching candidates and I will tell you, if a candidate hasn’t bothered to 
respond to the SM post questions, they are at the bottom of my list for consideration for my vote. 
I appreciate that you ask for questions from the community prior to the forums and my 
questions have always been represented. I wish I had some constructive feedback for you but, I 
really don’t. I am just so happy to have you as a community resource and wanted to let you know 
how much I appreciate all your efforts. 

●​ You do an exceptional job with the forums. You are impartial, you ask fair questions, and you 
give the audience a chance to ask via the notecard system (which I prefer to an open mic 
situation). I truly appreciate all the work you put into the forums, as I know they are not easy to 
organize and moderate. Due to my schedule this year, I was only able to make one forum in 
person, but I watched many on YouTube afterward. Thank you so much for uploading them there 
for us to watch if we can't make it in person. I appreciate you all! 

●​ Vary who goes first within ward. I answered every question first ahead of Sydney. Pros and 
cons to this -- on the one hand maybe "harder" to go first because you start from scratch and have 
less time to think. Maybe "easier" because you set the frame and sound more original. But 
"harder" because you don't get to rebut/respond to opponent's frame. Anyway, I just thought it 
would be fair to alternate who starts within a ward. 

●​ I greatly appreciated your forums. I moved to Overland Park almost two years ago, meaning that I 
do not have a good sense of the issues here. Your forums helped to alleviate those concerns. I 
appreciated when you explained why a candidate was not at the forum. For example, I heard with 
concern why Dr. Farassiti did not attend. Those demands were unreasonable to me (and rightfully 
to you). Your questions were appropriate. You intervened appropriately. The forums were 
professional and useful. Thanks! 

 
 



Number of candidates 
 

●​ My main suggestion is fewer panelists.  
●​ We attended the JCCC forum in-person and watched another forum online. Both were excellent. 

We felt like we learned a lot about all the candidates who participated. The JCCC forum was a bit 
difficult because there were so many candidates (certainly it reached the maximum amount of 
candidates who should be permitted to attend in the same session), but you handled it very well. 

●​ First, thank you for hosting all these forums. These Q&As provide valuable insights about the 
candidates that are not otherwise conveyed in postcards, mailers or even door-to-door. The 
forums are also more efficient and comparatively informative for the voter than video recordings 
of each solo candidate and their responses to questions. Your willingness to hold precinct and 
position specific forums, rather than say - grouping school board candidates across districts - 
is a lot more work for you but more voter friendly. Those of us who produce voter guides also 
find these forums very useful. 

 
Technical issues  
 

●​ I very much appreciate the election forums.  I use these forums to help decide who to vote for in 
the elections.  I watch then after the event.  The only issue I can remember is the sound quality 
is sometimes not great. There was also a forum in which I heard you talking to someone else 
while the candidates were talking. I did watch the Lenexa City Council, USD232 School Board 
and JCCC Board of Trustees.  

 
Online  
 

●​ Feedback on the candidate forums.  I know it’s a lot of work for the Johnson County Post.  
However, this really helps me to decide on who to vote for based on how the candidates answer 
questions.  Being a mom with two kids, I cannot make it to the forums you hold but I’m still 
benefiting from the outcomes of the forums you hold.  Yes, I could go to the candidate’s 
website but the website doesn’t provide a full overview of the candidates on topics you cover or 
questions that you ask. Please keep the candidate forums going if you can in the future.  The 
information you provide is getting used. Thank you for your time and dedication to news and 
candidate forums. 

 
Non-contested/unincluded races  
 

●​ I do wish you would have a forum for the WaterOne Board because it is important and hard to 
find information. I do have a suggestion for the election information on your website.  I have a 
very hard time finding the information on the website and would love a tab with all the candidate 
forums and written responses in that tab so I could find what I need quickly. Thank you for 
organizing all of these forums so I can make an educated decision when I vote. 

●​ I didn't see Roeland Park listed and was wondering if you shared sample ballots for next week's 
election. 

 



Inviting candidates/attendance  
 

●​ We attended the forum held in the PV Corinth library. It was very good. The fact that the PVU 
candidates spoke volumes. Thanks for providing the opportunity to hear from the candidates. 

●​ Obviously it would have been better if all 12 candidates had participated but I also appreciated 
your comments about that situation. 

●​ Your efforts and success are appreciated. I felt that the no show of Dr Faris was handled very 
diplomatically. Can't believe that he didn't attend. What a statement! 

●​ Thank you for some great forums!  It's always disappointing when candidates don't show up.  I 
think this needs to be emphasized even more...that they are letting down the people who vote 
by not showing up! I expect this to happen even more as we approach the midterms.  I appreciate 
all the work that you all put into the forums.   

 
 
Critical feedback  
 

●​ I’m a Merriam resident who watched our candidates’ forum with great interest. I applaud your 
efforts to introduce the candidates and their stances. I also think the questions could’ve been 
more pointed, like asking Billy Croan for examples of non-transparency in Merriam government, 
or a further clarification of what he means by the vague statement: preserve our small-town feel. 
I’d also like them to be held to the same standard, so what does Croan actually do for a living? 
We know that about Pape.  

●​ The political bias that you consistently display in these forums is disgusting. You choose words 
and questions that favor the far left. Irresponsible and reprehensible.  This is not journalism.  The 
Johnson County Post is nothing more than a rag. 

●​ I liked the ability to listen to the forums.  However, for most of the races on which I voted, a 
written summary of the questions and answers would be sufficient for me. 

●​ First of all, your forums are great.  I have attended almost all forums for my district since their 
inception.  I find them very helpful to directly observe the candidates and hear their response.  
Although fraught with the possibility of turmoil, the additional use of follow-up questions by 
the moderator (you) or the candidates may improve my perspective on candidates. It would 
also demonstrate the candidate's behavior when under pressure. 

●​ My only suggestion is to slow the moderator’s speech a bit. Persons with hearing problems find 
it difficult to process verbal strings of rapidly spoken words. Many attendees are senior citizens 
and this can be very frustrating for them. They’re often too embarrassed to speak up. 

●​ This is not directly related to the candidate forums, but I kind of wish on the election primer 
pages you had links to the other pieces y'all have written about the elections or the relevant 
candidates. I'm a Merriam resident who is vehemently anti-Croan for a variety of reasons. Y'all's 
coverage of his interactions with staff confirmed concerns I had about his rhetoric and presented 
plans during the forum. I think having the reporting on his behavior alongside the verbal 
presentation of himself is helpful for residents to see what candidates do and how they comport 
themselves when cameras aren't on them.  

●​ Earlier and broader notification of your forums and participants. Notices come out too late to 
change commitments. 


